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« By WILLIAM DELS 
; Star Stali Writer 
“A vacant farmhouse, néar 
Dulles International Airport 
may soon become the hub of a 
globe-girdling “untversity of 


Poreiiplce iHons’—4if a gr oun 


of high rpowored optimists car 
hitelr sore, money to thelé 
dream, | a ; 

- the optimists, a varied lot 
including ex-New Frontiors- 


“man Kenneth P. O'Donnell, ar- 


chilect Buckminster: Puller 
and a titled British filra mag- 
nate, are dreaming of a net. 
work of non-traditional guadu- 
ate schocls where communica- 
tions will be studied as a tool 
toward solving the vorld’s 
problerns. 

“Most of what occurs in the 
form of rpedia is information ’ 


sor cemmunication, but ag far 


* 


_ 88 problem-solving gees--well, 
“too nhany times thab? 8 accidon- 
tial or incidental,” says Dr, 
Robert LL. Hilliard, the former 
communications professor who 
has spearheaded the univers!- 
ty project. 
Individual Prajects 

“"Vhe potential cf communi- 
cations, fer human good and | 
progtuss,” he says, “has only 
bately been tapped, " 

‘to tap this potential, foun- 
ders of the International Uni’ 
versity of Communications on- 
“vision an $8.8-raillion hoad- 
quarters campus at the Dulles 
Sile, specializing in such indi- 
vidual reson ren projects as: 

© Helping health olficials i in 
Ghana or Los Angoles discoy- 
er the : t effective moans of 
communicating with poor peo- 
pie to ae ut health problems 
in their-areas, ; 

© Discovering me "ans to re 
duce com: munications “geps”? I 


wilnin and antong large insti. 


tutions, such as governient 
agencies, industries and un- 
fons, ‘ 


© Seeking new idess on the 
nalure of communications it- 
self, and testing them tna 
project- orleutod “school with 
oul walls” atmosphere free of 


traditional, classes, lec ctures, 
grades and’eredits, 
Thoygh the . free- wheeling 


“concept of such a university 
has been spinning around for 
several years in te minds of , 
its principal sparkplugs— 
Hilliard on the acadeinic sid 


and Porotny H, Davies oApproved 
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organizational—only = last’ 
month, with the gift of the 
Zo-acre campus site, did the 
project reach the public an. 
nouncement stage. 

Later this month, the univer- 
sily’s far-flua 1g board of advis- 
ers is to raect in Washington lo 
approve a fund-raising plan 
which, Mrs. Davies hopes, will 

put the university into opera: 
tion in the refur bished Lou-- 


doun County farmhouse within 
a year, 

In addition to the eventual 
£8.3 million headquarters cani- 
pus with ifs 399 to 400 stu. 
.dents, the university founders 
foresee electronically linked 
branch caiapuses ullimately 
being established i In the United 
States and abroad. (Now in 
the planning stage, for exam 
ple, are regional centers in St, 
Louis and Vokyo.) 


Charicred 2 Years Ago 


The university was char- 
tered in Washington {wo years 
ago this week with Hilliard as 
pe ‘esidont and Mrs, Davies as 

secretary-lreasuror, Hilliard is 
eninloyed chief of edctuca-: 
tional byeoadeasting fer the 
Federal. en eto 
Commission, and, Mrs. Davies 
is Washington ance < anager 
for the Corporation f for Public 
Breadeasting, Both stress that 
thoir jobs are strictly sep: wate 
from the bir after. “hours Work on 
the unive orsity, 

Having tested the university 
idea with foreign ‘embassies 
(“They gave us unanimous en- 
couragement and support,” 
says Mrs. Davies) and with’ 
highly placed friends in cduca- 
tion, governinent and hadustry,. 
in the past Dyvo years the pair 
Lagan lining up a board that 
includas 

Yos hitisel Maeda, president 
of NIIEK, the Japan} Broa rdeast- 
ing Corp.} Wi illiata Friday, 
president of the Univecsity of 
nae Carolina; Frederick 

O'Neal, pres sidont of Actors 
Wauity, Association; Britafn's 
edward Henry Lord Ws Vitis, 
‘president of World Wide Pic- 
tures; Kansas newspaper pub- 
lisher John Montgomery; Eliz. 
ae Dunean Koontz, director 

the U. 8. Women’s Buren 
ee T. Conway, former aldo 
to the late U United Auto Work- 
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and “how bead of the Washing. 
ton-based Center for Coinmu- 
nity Change, . 
W nitney Youug, the ate 
head of the National Urban 
Jwague, also was “yery in 
volved” as a board Inciaber, | Lom 
according te oO’ Danrell. 
O'Donnell, w he was Special as. 
sistant to President John Ky 
Kenne dy while Ms. Davies, 
vas a White House stall as- 
sistant for spocial broje nets, is” 
tt board taember and enti 
slastle backer of fe project, 
“When I was in the White Such “coramunicators” 


House, the higgast problem all consumer advocates, 
of us ha ad was in cor mmunicay: 


television studio, a printing 
plant, a thecter, art studios 
and other arenas “where: stu. 
dents can try out their prob- 
sclving media projects, 


Student Breakdown 


Hilliard estimates that half 
the students will be forcign, 
ahotner large portion sent ‘by 
American fOveri ament agen- 
cles, industries and other insti- 
tutions, aud a third sizable 

group lust oul of college, 


as 
welfare 
Insthers and lead ors of black 
ving inter: nationally,” s Says. and Boxican-Ainerioan coc. 
cy ‘Donnell, who now runs a raunitic es would also ba hyyiled 


minagement consulling firm to atiend as fellow ‘ship stu 
in the Boston area, fy . dents, according to Hilliard’s 
Doth he and Hilliard em pha: - pl ans, 


size the ol the unive orsity board, _ No tuifion figure has been 


‘like the envisiontd ir nll lution, cecided upon, ae Mrs, 
: is politically Ronpaniean: Davies recalls e figure of 
$1,500 being bandied about two 


an ee oe 
Major Study Area inflation led years avo, 


Tillard, who has written” y Vith the donation of the 
Soveral text thouks on comma Dulles site by deve! toga: Fran- 
nleations and fornie ely laug i cis J. Finneran (valued at au 


at Brook f n Collage Adolp! u 


estimated $159, 083 to 825 7,009 
College and” the Unite rally of at 


and $16,000 in otf es Chiclid ing 


North bers : 8a ys tho com a $7,520 dovelopinent grat nt 
esOOs Wnvorsity will ime from Toternational Business 
italy offer programs enabling Ma achines Corp.), Mrs. Davios 
ae ston to carn a master's of e wort Aine ot of os Cee 
napa S small leased office in a 

ogre oughly atwoe 
arts degree In roughly a ts Dupont Circle building -~ is 
year a confident that “the time ig 
the sudent would plel: ripe” for attra rcting money tov 


‘the dream, “so great is the 
need” for ‘a coinmunications 
uniy ersity, ; 

“The ar portant thing at this : 
point,” she says, “is fo make 
it ae that the unlyers 
does exist. .., 


niajor study area Cinternatio 
al communications, ruval corm. 
munications, ete), within 
which he would study the rela- 
tionship between a specific 
media (television, computers, 
cic.) and a field such as poll 
tics, economies or regional 
studies (Asia, Africa, Latin 
Ameriea, etc.), 

Working in turn in the uni- 
ae ning, | research 
and resour > eenter 3, the stu. 
dent would th en be ex ‘pected to 
carry a three prodle me 
solving resecrch projects to 
earn his ds ae. : 

The tutor-type prof fessors Sue 
pervising « this work will be 

“the best avai lable. poopie,” . 
Hilliard promises,. réwartiless 
of whether they have formal 
acadcinie ere. lential als: 
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